
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Kenneth Bell 

Ceci Carroll 

Reyna Diaz  

Douglas Edwards 

Tom Reyes 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Gordon Amerson, Ed.D. 

 

1620 Huntington Drive 

Duarte, CA 91010  

Phone (626) 599-5000 

Consultation on the 2019 Annual Update of the LCAP 
 

Responses from Superintendent Duarte Unified School District:  

Dr. Gordon Amerson 
 

 

Input from West San Gabriel Valley SELPA 

4/1/19 Performance Indicator Review (PIR) 

 

Comment:  

Areas in need of improvement: 

Inclusive practices - least restrictive environment 

Academic achievement for students with disabilities 

Suspension rate and graduation rate 
 

Response:   

Through the PIR process, the Duarte team has reviewed the data and conducted a root cause 

analysis. Areas of focus derived from this analysis include ongoing and consistent monitoring of 

data as it relates to students with disabilities. Additionally, professional development and early 

intervention programs were identified as a need to support the academic achievement for 

students with disabilities.  Finally, increased counseling, and a focus on PBIS and inclusive 

practices constitute actions that address the suspension rate and graduation rate. All of these 

areas of focus are captured in the 2019 LCAP. 
 
Input from District English Language Advisory Committee  

5/3/19 DAC/DELAC meeting 
 

Comment: 
 

Will the Welding Program continue? 
 

Response: 
 

 



 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Kenneth Bell 

Ceci Carroll 

Reyna Diaz  

Douglas Edwards 

Tom Reyes 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Gordon Amerson, Ed.D. 

 

1620 Huntington Drive 

Duarte, CA 91010  

Phone (626) 599-5000 

We will continue the Summer Welding Program so that students can learn about the trade and 

practice various welding techniques and processes. We are working with Mt. San Antonio 

College to develop an articulated pathway for high school students to take introductory welding 

classes with a certificate that leads into the program at Mt. SAC. We also continue to work on 

developing a plan to expand the facilities and technologies that are necessary for a quality 

program. 
 
Comment: 
 
What is the priority for locker rooms and science labs for the middle school grade levels? 
 
Response: 

The need for facilities that support a robust middle school program is a priority at the schools 

that house those grade levels. The identification of resources to expand and enhance existing 

facilities will be explored. 
 
Comment: 

Students need to be better prepared before they enter the high school.  Why don’t we have 

remedial courses in math and English? We need a math intervention teacher at the schools. 
 
Response: 

In order to prepare students for success in high school as well as for their post-secondary plans, 

we need to ensure that math and English instruction at all grade levels meet the rigorous 

demands of the 21st century workplace. The way students are taught has shifted considerably 

with the new standards.  Some students need additional support which is delivered in various 

formats including supplemental materials, tutoring, specialized groupings and innovative ways 

of teaching the standards. Remediation can be utilized, but only when it accelerates the learning 

so that students catch up to their grade level peers.  All methods of intervention continue to be a 

priority in the LCAP so that students are ready for high level mathematics at the high school.   
 
Comment: 

What are the plans to provide extra support for mental health? 
 
Response: 

Supporting the mental health of our students is a priority. The LCAP addresses this priority with 

the expansion of counseling in the coming year. Additionally, we plan to provide training for our 
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staff in trauma-informed practices. We continue to reach out to our community partners to 

provide services for our students and their families. 
 
Feedback from Community Education Committee 

5/14/19 CEC meeting 
 
Comment: 

What % of MIT students are on track (4 years) to graduate? 
 
Response: 

MIT had 31 graduates as of their commencement on May 28, 2019, 4 need to finish before June 

30, 2019.  Additional support is provided to those students who still need to complete their 

credits. 
 
Comment: 
 
Were any of our prop 51 requests submitted for locker rooms? Science labs? Art rooms? 
 
Response: 
 
Funding was applied for the K-8 projects that were developed by Little Diversified Architects, 
and approved by DSA. Each site plan was different, but common areas include science labs, 
music rooms, PE locker rooms, and maker spaces. 
 
Input  from Certificated Bargaining Unit 

5/16/19  email from DUEA leadership 
 
Comment: 

Middle school students need to have access to the same curriculum, elective offerings, facilities 

that are middle school appropriate with administrators, psychs and counselors that are trained in 

middle school and at every site. Not all schools are adequately preparing students for high 

school. Concerns were raised about inequity that may contribute to widening the achievement 

gap across the schools. 
 
Response: 
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Building a middle school program at each of the Academies is a key feature of Goal 2 in the 

LCAP.  Additionally, the achievement gap is addressed in the actions and services of Goal 3. 

The restructuring of the district to K-8 schools requires that students at all sites have common 

access to robust a middle school experience.  The LCAP calls for the addition of counseling at 

the smaller sites as well as the expansion of middle school elective opportunities centrally 

available at the high school. The need for facilities that support a robust middle school program 

is a priority at the schools that house those grade levels. The identification of resources to 

expand and enhance existing facilities will be explored. 
 


